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Giving Reasons for Repealing, or at leaſt Altering, 
the Law allowing Bounty-Money on the Expor- 
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MEMBER of PARLIAMENT. 


S 1 R, h 
” NEED not remind you of the Diſtreſ- 


ſes your Neighbours felt, when you 
left the Country, from the high Price 


of Proviſions, and chiefly of Bread-Corn. 


„8 


The Difficulties they laboured under have 
not yet leſſen d; the Manufacturers and La- 
bourers are much reduced, and can ſcarce 
ſubſiſt; many Freeholders of ſmall Eſtates 


and large Families, who have heretofore 
paid Poor-Rates to the Relief of others, 
want that themſelves. 


The melancholy State of ſo many uſeful 


People demands the particular Care and At- 
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tention of both Houſes of Parliament; and 


3s of far more Conſequence to the Publick, 
than many of the Diſputes amongſt the Am 


bitious, who ſhall be in or out of Place. 


His Majeſty, out of tender Regard to his 
diſtreſſed Subjects, has, like a kind Father 
of his People, recommended their Caſe to 
the Conſideration of his Parliament. And 
the Nation expects from the Juſtice and 
Wiſdom of the two Houſes, that ſuch Pro- 
viſion will be made, which will, as far as 
human Prudence can deviſe, prevent ſuch 
grievous Hardſhips as have been lately felt 
in many Parts of this Kingdom, by Multi- 
tudes of the poorer Sort; the Strength and 
Support of the Kingdom, and without 
whom the Rich themſelves would ſtarve. 


I ſhall forbear animadverting on thoſe un- 
chatitable Perſons, who have ſince the great 
Riſe in the Price of Corn become Purcha- 
ſers of it for Sale; and greatly improved 


their Fortunes by taking advantage of the 
Neceſſities of the Poor. Many of theſe 


new Dealers were before opulent; and had 


they, as ſome of late have meritoriouſſy 


done, purchaſed Grain to retail again at 
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Prime-Coſt to the Poor, they would have 
deſerved the Thanks of their Neighbours 6 
for reſcuing them out of the Hands of In- 
groſſers, Foreſtallers, and Regraters, inſtead - 
of being deemed Partners with them in 
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- Great den ariſe: from the pre- 
ſent Method Badgers, Bread-bakers and Corn- 
factors uſe, of buying Corn at Farm-Houſes. 
It has in every Age been thought beneficial 
to the Publick to encourage the Sale of all 
Sorts of Proviſions at publick Fairs and 
Markets, and to prevent all clandeſtine and 
private Jobbing. Hence all the various Acts 
relating to Weights and Meaſures, and thoſe 
againſt Ingroſſers, Foreſtallers, and Regra- 
ters. But ſuch are either defective and want 
to be explained, or the Difficulty is great 
in putting them (in many Inſtances) in Exe- 
cution againſt the Offenders; and the Pe- 
nalty of 51. is too ſmall, eſpecially as one 
Moiety goes to the King. Thus theſe. 
wholſome Laws are we in ſome Re- 
: few ineffectual. i 
2 

By the Statute of 5 EY 6 of Edward the 
6th, every Perſon who buys Corn or Grain. 
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fo. ſell again is deemed an Ingroſfer ; ; with 


a Proviſo and Exception to Badgers, Laders, 
and Kidders, licenced by three Juſtices in 
open Seſſions; and ſuch Badgers, &c. are 
to ſell the ſame Corn or Grain in ſome open 
Fair or Market, or to Perſons for their own 
Uſe in their Houſes, within one Month af- 
ter it is bought by them and not foreſtalled ; 
and they are not to ſell it again in the ſame 


Market where it was bought, or within four 


Miles thereof. 


The Statute of 5 of Ela. duſtribes he | 
Qualification a Perſon ought to have to in- 
title him to a Licence ; and requires Bonds 
and Sureties for ſuch Perſons againſt Fore- 
ſtalling or Ingroſſing, &c. with a Proviſo 
that no Perſon, by virtue of any ſuch Li- 


cence, ſhall buy any Corn or Grain out of 


open Fairs or Markets to ſell again, unleſs: 
ſuch Perſon ſhall be thereunto licenced, by 
ſpecial and Ng Wonus contained i in eh 
Licence. 


The Intention of theſe Statutes is eaſily 
evaded from the Difficulties attending Pro- 
ſecutions in many Caſes, eſpecially in the 
Inſtances of Perſons hoarding Corn bought 

38 by 


122878 


[74] 

by them for a longer Time than a Month. 
I apprehend, as the Law now ſtands, the 
Proſecutor muſt prove, that the Badger, 
charged with keeping bought Corn in his 
Hands longer than one Month, had at a cer- 
tain Time ſo long before bought ſuch a Par- 
cel of Grain ; and that he had, at the Time 
the Proſecution commenced, that or a Part 
of that identical Corn then unfold. All 
theſe Facts can ſcarce be proved by any Per- 
ſons, but ſuch who have the Care of ſuch 
Grain, who are not likely to be Witneſſes ; 
tho' the Badger at that Time may have 
the whole Quantity in his Granaries. It 
will be ſcarce poſſible in many Caſes to con- 
vict, unleſs after Proof given by the Pro- 
ſecutor that the Offender did at ſuch. a 


Time purchaſe ſuch a, Quantity of Grain, 
the further Proof ſhall lie on the Defendant 


that he had diſpoſed at publick Markets of 
the Grain he had bought, as the Law re- 
quires, The Penalty, to bear the Proſecu- 
tor's Charges only, ought to be 20 or 30l. 


dome would pay ſo ſmall a Sum as 54. ra- 


ther than ſell their Grain as the Act re- 


quires, if they have a large Quantity by 


n, in EY of a higher Market, and 
getting 


TEL 
getting much more than 5/7. by een it 
PN | 
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It is now not difficult for Badgers, Bread- 

bakers, and Factors, to get Licences, and 

| buy at ſeveral Farmers Houſes large Quanti- 
| ties of Grain, and hoard them up; if their 
own Storehouſes are full, they can agree 
| with the Farmer to keep their Grain 'tilt- 3 
they ſhall ſend for it. Thus leſs Grain F 
comes to Market; the Price of it riſes; and 1 
if other Farmers ſhould bring to Market a 
Quantity on ſuch Riſe, theſe Dealers in 
Corr may, by throwing in more Corn fo as 
to overſtock the Market, lower the Price 
greatly for that Day, and may have Per ſons 
towards the End of the Market to buy up 
as much as they brought into it, at a lo. 
Price again, and be no Loſers; and then 
go about the Country again to buy Corn, 
which the Farmers will be inclined to ſell, 
on an Offer of ſomething above the laſt 
Market-Price; and thus theſe Dealers, by 
keeping the Grain ſo bought from coming 
to Market in any large Quantity, can raiſe 
and fall the Markets as their Intereſt directs. 
I with I could ſay, that this has not been 
the Practice; there is ſtrong Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect 
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[9] 
ſpe& it has been ſo in ſome Places. And it 
may always be the Caſe, if any Perſon may 
be a Badger, with a ppecial Licence to buy 
Corn out of Markets; eſpecially if there is 
not an eaſier Way provided for convicting 
Offenders on their hoarding up Corn, than 
that at preſent directed, and the Penalty is 
not increaſed. I think, if Bread-bakers are 
at all allowed to be Badgers, with a Liberty 
of buying Grain out of Markets, the Laws 
relating to fixing the Aſſize of Bread will 
avail little; the Magiſtrates are tied to the 
Price of Wheat for their Guide, in fixing 
the Price of Bread ; and if Bread-bakers can 
fix or influence the Price of Wheat, they 
do, in reality, fix the Price of Bread, and 
their own Profit alſo. It is certain that of 
late Bread-bakers have become Badgers and 
principal Corn-Merchants, and 'even Mil- - 
lers alſo. Now Millers are not allowed to 
deal in Corn; Butchers cannot be Graſiers 
to feed Cattle; and I think Bread-bakers 
ſhould be confin'd to purchaſe their Grain 
and Flour in open Markets only, and not 
as Badgers. I ſee little Reaſon for thoſe 


ſpecial Words mention'd in the 5th of Eliz. 


being inſerted in any Licences at all; if all 


Grain (Wheat eſpecially, and Flour) was 


l | brought 
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brought to Market, it would be no worſe 
for the Farmer, and better for the Publick ; 
except ſuch Grain as ſhall be bought by 
Perſons for their own Uſe, and not to fell 
again ; but certainly 2 ſhould 
not be Badgers. 


1 he Obligations on Buyers of Corn or 
Flour, to vend the ſame again, in one 
Month after the Purchaſe of it, according 
as the Law now ſtands, is very proper; but 
there are particular Caſes where it might be 
hard to force ſuch an expeditious Sale, and 
ſuch would be impracticable in others; ſo 


that Part of the preſent Law wants an Al- 


teration. For Inſtance, where Grain is 


bought to go to foreign Parts, it could not 
be intended to come within that Rule. And 


where Grain ground or unground is bought 
by any Perſons in one Part of the Kingdom, 
to be ſent by Water to another diſtant 
Part of it, it can ſeldom happen that ſuch 
purchaſed Grain ſhall be in the Hands of 
the Purchaſer in leſs Time, if ſo ſoon, as 
one Month after it is bought; and the 
Quantity may be large in Compariſon of 
what is uſually bought in Markets: and 
therefore it would be but reaſonable to al- 
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| bow a longer Time to diſpoſe of ſuch ar 


ported Grain, Meal or Flour, whether it 


ſhould be imported from any Part of the 


Kingdom, or from abroad. I ſhould ima- 
gine that the Importer cannot have Reaſon 
to complain, if the Quantity imported be 
only 500 Buſhels, if he be obliged to ſell 


the ſame in open Market in one Month after 


he had received it; and if it ſhall exceed 
500 Baſhels, and be under 1000 Buſhels, 
he then may be allowed two Months to 
diſpoſe of it; and three Months, if the Quan- 
tity exceeds 1000 Buſhels; provided the 
faid Importer does not diſpoſe of leſs in any 
one Month than 500 Buſhels: for as he 
bought it to come to Market, he ought not 
to keep it from it; as ſome have done when 
Grain has been at a very high Price, in 
hopes of it being ſtill dearer. Some with 
that View have kept it till it has received 
ſo much Damage as not to be fit to be uſed; 
the Owner in ſuch Caſes is rightly fitted, 


but the Publick ſuffers. 


Several Alterations, I apprehend, are pro- 
per to be made to the Laws relating to 
Foreſtallers and Ingroſſers; and I have 


hinted ſome which may contribute towards 
C the 


[ 12 ] 


the preventing many Miſchiefs : but I think 


all that can poſſibly be done towards redreſ- 
ſing any Grievances arifing from Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of thoſe Laws will prove ineffectual, in 
ſome particular Times, unleſs Alterations 
alſo, are made in the Laws now in force 
tolerating the unreaſonable Exportation of 
Grain, | | 7 i 


That the Exportation of Grain to Foreign 
Parts, when it is at a low Rate at home, 
is a publick Benefit, is indiſputably true. 
And it is as undoubtedly a publick Grie- 
vance to export it when it is dear at home; 
which too many have ſeverely felt. 


The Act of 1ſt. of V. and M. c. 12. re- 
cites, that the Exportation of Corn and Grain 


into Foreign Parts, when the Price is at a 


low Rate in this Kingdom, has been a great 
Ad vantage to the Owners of Land and Trade 
of this Kingdom in general. 


This all will agree to; but that Act goes 
further, and ſuppoſes Wheat to be at a lou 
Rate when it does not exceed 485. a Quar- 
ter, Wincheſter Meaſure; which no one can, 
agree to at this time, Grain of all ſorts, 
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but particularly Wheat, was when that Act 
paſſed exceſſive dear; and it continued ſo 
for many Years; inſomuch that in Kent 


, Turneps made a conſiderable Share of the 


Bread in 1693. In many Parts of the King- 
dom the Commonalty then, and till of 
late Years, eat Bread made of Rye, others 


Rye and Wheat mixed, ſome of Barley, 


ſome of Oats ; thus, the Demand for Wheat 
was not then ſo great; the Conſumption of 
it at home was chiefly amongſt the better 
ſort of People ; and therefore that Law 
was not ſo burthenſome on the Commu- 
nity. Wheat is now become the principal 
Grain uſed for Bread; and there is not 1 
verily believe a Man in Britain, even inte- 

reſted in the Sale of it, that will declare 

Wheat to be at a lo Rate, or cheap, when 

at 48s. a Quarter, to wit, 6s, a Buſhel; nay, 
not at @ /ow Rate when at 405. a Quarter, 
or 55. a Buſhel: conſequently, the Reaſons 
of that Act do not now ſubſiſt; and Grain 
ought not to be exported when it is at ſo 
high a Rate. But it is amazing, that a 
Premium of 55. a Quarter ſhould continue 
to be allowed and paid to the Exporter of 
Grain, when at ſuch extravagant Prices; 


that, in my Judgment, is not only laying 


C2 an 


[14] 
an unneceſſary heavy Tax, but in reality 
hiring Perſons at a high Rate to export 
Grain at unſeaſonable Times when it is 
wanted at home; and thro' Miſtake is a 
ſort of Encouragement to diſtreſs our own 
Manufacturers and poor Labourers. 


It has been often remarked, that when 
Wheat has been at a moderate Price at 
Bear Key it has been dear in other Places: 
this Year, when it was only 55s. there, it 


was 7 or 85. in ſome Parts of the Kingdom. 


London is not only the chief Mart for Grain 
growing in ſeveral inland adjacent Coun- 
ties, but in thoſe on the ſouthern and ea- 
ſtern Coaſts of the Kingdom; and it often 
happens too, that at ſome Ports lying near 
a Corn-Country thinly inhabited Corn ſhall 
be at a moderate Price, and high at the 
ſame time in the manufacturing Parts and 
Places more populous, In ſuch Cafes, Corn 
is bought at the Places where it is not ſa 
much wanted to ſupply thoſe where it is, 


and each receive a Benefit. We have had 


recent Inſtances of this ; for had it not been 
for the Supplies procured in time from the 
ſoythern Counties of the Kingdom, many 


| thouſand Families in the more northern 


muſt 


38 


Lun 


muſt have periſhed, or elſe-——But I wont 


ſay what would have been the Conſequence ; 
the Thought is dreadful. But ſuppoſe the 
Demand abroad had been very great at the 
Time when Corn was abſolutely wanted 
at home, and the Surplus-Corn in the 
South had been bought up and ſent to Fo- 
reign Parts before the Factors in the nor- 
thern Counties had been able to purchaſe 
any conſiderable Quantity, (which might 
have been the Caſe if we had not had a 
War with France; or the like Want of 
Grain had been in ſome of the ſouthern 
Parts of Europe, as has often happened ;) 
for under the Law as it now ſtands, Grain 
might have been exported till lately at one 
Port or another : I need not aſk what would 
have been the Event? The many Inſur- 
rections, Plunderings, and Blood ſpilt on 
the unhappy Diſturbances occaſion'd by 
the high Price of Grain, and Scarcity of it 
in many Places, have been but trifling Ma- 
ladies to thoſe we might have expected 
if ſuch Supplies could not have been got at 
all; and it was very near coming to that 
unhappy Paſs, ſo much Corn having been 
before that Time exported ; nay ſome Ships 
were ſent abroad from the Sputh, when 

Wheat 
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[6] 
Wheat was riſen to an immoderate Price 
in the North: a plain Proof that the Price 
of Grain at one Port ſhould not be the 


Standard for licencing Exportation to Foreign 
Parts; no, let us feed our own People firſt ; 
Charity begins 'at home. But not only 
Charity but Juſtice, nay Intereſt requires 
us to ſupply our Manufacturers, Labourers, 
and others with common Neceſſaries before 
we ſend Proviſions abroad. I know ſome 
will ſay that the Scarcity of Grain is intirely 
owing to the two or three late bad Harveſts 
thro' the Kingdom. I grant that has been 


the principal Cauſe, but not totally; we 


had Corn ſufficient in the Kingdom in ſuch 
Seaſons for our own Conſumption, tho' nat 


for that and to ſupply all Markets abroad. 


The private Gain the Exporters of Grain 
of late have had is no Satisfaction to the 
Publick for the Injury done to Millions. 
If all the Gains, nay the whole Fortunes 
of the Merchants lately concerned in Ex- 
portation of Grain, were confiſcated and 
given to the Poor, they would not ſatisfy 


the Damages done to the Kingdom by the 


unſeaſonable Ex portation of Grain. I do not 
ſay that the Exporters deſigned any Injury, 
I do not ſuppoſe they thought further than 

1ST | of 
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of the Profit ariſing from the Sale of the 
Commodity abroad, and juſtify themſelves 
under the Law. Let us therefore remove 
the Temptation; we have ſeen enough to 
induce us to eoncert Meaſures to prevent 
the like Calamities for the future as far as 
we are able. It may indeed pleaſe God 
to deſtroy all the Fruits of the Earth, and 
bring a Famine on the Land for our Sins; 
for God knows we are not ſufficiently 
fenfible of the many Bleſſings poured upon 
us. We haye lived in Plenty, even rioted 
in Luxury, whilſt many Nations around 
us have wanted the common Neceffaries 
of Life, and many Perſons been deſtroyed 
in an Inſtant. We have moreover the 
Enjoyment of our religious and civil Liber- 
ties, Bleſſings diſallowed to our neighbour- 
ing Nations; we ought not to repine on 
ſlender Occaſions, but return Thanks with 
chearful Hearts for the good Things we 
have had, and that tlie Seaſons have been 
no worſe; they have not been ſo bad as 
to have oceaſion d x Scarcity in the Land, 
if we had taken proper Meaſures in time 
to have kept that at home which our 
own People had a natural Right to. Let 
us therefore not heſitate in fixing on ſuch 

Meaſures 


=... 
Meaſures as will for the future prevent, as 
far as human Foreſight will direct, the Ca- 
lamities * 8 t. 21 


I have + ſome Amendments to 
the Laws relating to Foreſtallers, Regra- 
ters, and Ingroſſers. And as we have 
ſeen that the Price of Grain may be mo- 
derate at one Place, and otherwiſe at many 
other Places in this Kingdom, at the ſame 
time; and we alſo know that the Price 
of Grain is eſtimated very high when it is 
not leſs than 48 5. a Quarter at any Port 
in the Kingdom; and that it is never 
thought at a low Rate, eſpecially in the 
South, when at 4s. 64. a Buſhel, or 36s. 
a Quarter; and when above 55. a Buſhel, 
it is called dear; when 48s. 8070 dear. 


Therefore 1 propoſe, 


” That no Wheat, 8 or un- 
ground, ſhall be exported from any 
Part of this Kingdom, when it ex- 
c ceeds the Price of 45. 6 d. or 5s. 
. Buſhel, as ſhall be thought 
<« moſt proper; but I am rather in- 

e clin'd to fix it at 55s. on account 
of reſtraining Exportation from 
"= any 
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B EY 
any Port, when the Price is high- 
er at any of the Markets fol- 
lowing, to wit, either Bear- Key, 
Lincoln, Derby, York, Mancheſter, 
Coventry, Glouceſter, Wincheſter, 


or Exeter. 


And that the Price of Wheat at ſuch 
Places may be eaſily known, 


cc 


«© The reſpective Mayors, or other 


chief Magiſtrates of every ſuch 


City or Town, ſhall be obliged 


every firſt and third Week in every 


Month, to tranſmit each a Certifi- 
cate of the Price Wheat bore 4 


Buſhel, Wincheſter Meaſure, at ſuch 


Places the preceding Market-day, 


to the Commiſſioners of the Cu- 
ſtoms in London, to be by them 
inſerted in the Saturday's Gazette 
every ſuch Week. 


« And that all ColleQors and Of- 
ficers of Ports ſhall take notice 


thereof, and ſuffer no Wheat, 


ground or unground, to be ex- 
D «© ported 


| 
[ 


[ 20 ] 
« ported to Foreign Parts when the 
“ Price of ſuch Grain exceeds 58. a 
© Buſhel, or 40s: a Quarter, at any of 
ce the ſaid Markets.“ 


Severe Penalties to be inflicted on Per- 
ſons exporting to Foreign Parts contrary to 
theſe Regulations. 


In ſome Reigns in the laſt Century, 
Wheat was not to be exported abroad 


when the Price was 4s. a Buſhel ; by the 
12. Char. II. when it was above 3s. a 


Buſhel, Indeed in thoſe Days we had not 


near ſo much Land in Tillage, but in 


anſwer thereto it may truly be ſaid, that 
we had not then near ſo many Mouths to 
fill; the Kingdom was not. ſo populous; 
and beſides, the Commonalty eat leſs Wheat 
in proportion to their Number than they 


do now. It can never be for the Intereſt 


of this trading Kingdom to have Corn at 


an immoderate Price long together, Tho the 
Land-Owner ſhould get more for a Time, 


in the. mean he would be no Gainer if 
the Price long continued very high, as all 
Proviſions would riſe in proportion, and 

the 
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the Poors-Rates would increaſe, and of 
courſe Wages and Price of Labour would 
advance, which might not drop when Corn 
dropt in Price. No Farmers in the South 
need to want a Market for their Grain 
when it is dear in the North; and when 
it is cheap, or even at a moderate Rate 
at ſeveral different diſtant Parts. of this 
Kingdom, let it be exported to Foreign 
Parts. 


If any better Scheme can be propoſed 
for the general Weal of the Kingdom, I 
ſhall be glad of it ; let it be embraced, Some 
Method ought to be taken to prevent the 
Inſurrections and the Hardſhips many feel 
from the Scarcity of Proviſions ; and the 
Propoſal above is the moſt likely that has 
occur'd to me. Occaſional Bills to prevent 
Exportation are only temporary Expedients ;; 
but ſuch a Law ought to be made as would 
guard againſt future Evils as far as we are 


4 able. 


I cannot omit ſpeaking my Sentiments 

on another Part of that Act of the 1ſt. of V. 

and M. tho' I am apprehenſive ſome Mer- 
3”. chants, 
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chants, and ſome of my brother Farmers 
will differ with me. Preſent Profit is the 
Object of too many of every Rank; but 
private Intereſt ſhould give way to that of 
the Publick, I think the Tax laid on the 
Publick for Bounties on Exportation unne- 
ceſſary, for a Tax I muſt call it, fince 
that which is paid by the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms to the Exporter cauſes a Defici- 
ency of ſo much in the Revenue, which 
muſt be made up another Way. In our 
Situation we can ill afford to throw away 
Money ; and if I am not miſinform'd, with- 
in the Compaſs of ſome Years ſome hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds have been paid as 
Premiums on Exportation of Grain and 


; F ones | 


Now in order to make it manifeſt that 
ſuch Premiums have been a publick Bene- - 
fit, Proof ſhould be given that all or the 
greateſt Part of ſuch Corn which was ex- 
ported, would not have gone abroad with- 
out the Allowance of the Bounty; and that 
no Part was exported when it was wanted 
at home, 
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1 grant the Exporters would not Mie 
had ſuch high Gains without the Bounty; 
but that is hot the Queſtion. 15 


1 thick 1 may lay it doi fer a Wrbiln 
Truth, that whenever Corn is cheap at 
home and dear abroad, it will find its Way 


8 to the Market without a Premium. That 


whenever it is cheap abroad, it cannot be 
wanted from this Kingdom ; and when- 
ever it is not cheap at home, it ought not 
to be ſent abroad, let the Price be there ever 
ſo great; or at leaſt unleſs upon ſome very 
extraordinary Occaſion, to the Aſſiſtance of 
an Ally in great Neceſſity, (as lately to Liſ- 
Bon) and in ſuch Caſes, not to be too . 


"TEPEnted. 


I think it a common Error to > eee 
the Land-Owner a conſiderable Gainer by 
this Premium paid to the Merchant; the 


Price of Grain abroad dees not fix thi Price 


here at home; the Merchant neither pays 
more or leſs to the Farmer for the Grain 
he buys than the Price it bears here. Sup- 
poſe Wheat was but 205, a Quarter at home, 
" OI rh | (and 
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(and it was but about that Price in many 
Parts for ſome Vears together) and the Price 


of the ſame Grain was at Cadiæ at that Time 
505. a Quarter, can any one imagine that 


the Merchant on account of ſuch high Price 


abroad, or on account of the Bounty, will 
give to the Farmer one Doit above 205. a 
Quarter the Market-Price at home? How 
then does the Land-Owner get any thing by 
the Bounty? But the Merchant's Gain in ſuch 
Caſes would be immoderate; the Bounty 
would be 25 J. cent. on his Prime-Coſt; 
and he would get 150%. & cent. more, de- 
ducting the Freight, only by the Difference of 
Price at different Markets. In ſuch Caſes is 


not the Tax unneceſſarily laid on the Publick? 


or will any one ſay that ſuch Corn would not 


have gone abroad without a Premium? But 
ſuppoſe the Difference of Price to be con- 


- fiderably leſs, the Merchant will find it his 
\ Intereſt to export Grain without any Bounty 


at all. It cannot be doubted but that the 


_ Premiums lately paid have been extreamly 


injurious to the Publick, if by them En- 
couragement has been given to export Grain 


when at a high Price and wanted at home; 


and if the higher Price abroad was a ſuf- 


ficient Inducement, then the Bounty was 


Un- 


unneceſſarily paid. Is it not ſtrange that 
in ſo ſhort a Time after Premiums have 
been given to encourage the Exportation 
of our Grain out of the Kingdom, we 
ſhould proffer Premiums to encourage the 

Importation of the very ſame Commodity 
into the Kingdom ? This ſhews the Abſur- 
dity and ill Policy of ſuffering Grain to be - 
_ exported at all when it is at ſo high a Price 
as is now tolerated by Law, as well as the 
Folly of allowing a Bounty at ſuch Times 
in particular. 


It is very plain that if Premiums are 
proper to be allowed at all, they ſhould 
only be ſo when Corn is at a low Rate 
at home; but we ought never to allow ſo 
high a Bounty as 5s. a Quarter: and fo 
far ſhould we be from allowing any Bounty 
when Corn only bafders on a high Price, 
that Grain ſhould not then be exported 
at all ; for there is but a Step betwixt dear 
and very dear. We have found by Expe- 
rience when Grain once becomes dear, that 
ſome will take the Advantages of the Times, 
and not take their Grain in haſte to pub- 
lick Markets, but keep it in Store in hopes 


of 
1 
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of its being dearer; and many, if tolerated 

longer to purchaſe Grain at Farmers Houſes, 
may buy up large Quantities, raiſe the Price 
of Markets, and not retail till there is a 
great Want, and the Price mounted high. 
They could not do this ſo eaſily if they 
were reſtrain'd to the purchaſing only in 
1 open Markets, and be obliged to part with 
it as the Law requires in one Month after 


the Purchaſe of it. 


To my other Propoſals therefore, I ſhall 
add theſe, to wit, 


e That Wheat, ground or un- 
2 ground, and Meal, ſhall be fold 
only at publick Markets; unleſs to 

. « Perſons for their own private Uſe, | 
and not to ſell again. | 


5 That no Wheat, ground or un- 
ground, ſhall be exported abroad 
.< when it ſells for 40s. a Quarter 

e (or 5s. a Buſhel) at any of * 

2 8 aforeſaid. 


* And 


1 19]. 

% 2waM noT rue eld 2+ oi 6 
8 1 d. And r if any Bounty at all 
l buld be thought proper to be 
1 70 « continued on Exportation, which 
I chink unneceſſary, it ſhould: only 
bbe ſo on Wheat, ground or un- 
ground, when it does not exceed 
„ 4% Y Buſhel at the Port it goes 

« from. And that ſuch Premium 
1 ſhall not exceed 2s. 6d. N Quar- 
ee ter on Wheat, and braten | 

1 oF tt e 15535 Rn nr niet 
Ai to Beans Peaſe, Malt, Barley; Oats 
and Rye;' theſe to remain (except the Al- 
teration of the Bounty on Rye) on the Foot- 
ing they ſtand in the Act of iſt of M. and 


A. in reſpect to Exportation. 


If a Law. was made to the Effect above, 
I cannot ſee how the Land-Owner would 
be hurt, and the Publick in general would 
be greatly benefited, 


od Nothing above-mention'd 1s intended to 
vary the Method of buying and ſelling 


Grain, Flour, or Meal in the City of Lon- 
E dun, 


2 f a3 

don, or in the Bills within Ten Miles of 
Londen: ' Altother Cities: ahd Tewns have 
eertain Market-Days every Week and Pla- 
&s fixed for Corn-Markets, where the In- 
hbbitifits and Neighbours may be ſupplied. 
But the _ made of, to * 2a 
mwhicli what to' Expottation, th fl ſhould extend 
to-the;whols W LEN 


11. » 4 


* 4 you . defir'd me ts * my y Opinion 
Hl: you muſt excuſe my Projizity. If 
the Contents of this meet with your Ap- 
probation, und you imagine the Publica- 
ten it will have any Weight with Alen, 
e have NO 9 to e * 


% 


* * — 
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